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We will work closely with the Devolved Administrations in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales, 
recognising their particular and varying responsibilities. While some of the policies in this paper are 
specific to England, the challenges are common across the four countries of the United Kingdom. 
Each will need to consider the most appropriate arrangements in those areas for which they have 
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sustainable,	more balanced and resilient	to	
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•	A new focus on entrepreneurship skills 




























•	 Earlier support to help unemployed 












•	New enterprise support for Service 
Personnel returning from conflict, 
including those who may have disabilities 








•	 Further progress in cutting the costs 



























•	A new call for interested parties to 
highlight where regulation imposes 
a disproportionate cost to the wider 


















•	Big improvements in the accessibility and 
clarity of the advice Government provides 



















•	A range of Pre-Budget Report 2009 (PBR) 
measures that will support business 

































•	Guarantees on lending to businesses 








•	An extension of the successful Enterprise 
Finance Guarantee, enabling £500 million 
of additional bank lending to SMEs 




















•	 The creation of a new growth fund, 
following Chris Rowlands’ independent 





















•	A new review with the Regional 
Development Agencies (RDAs) of the 
relationship between regional and 
national venture capital schemes to 





















•	 The creation of the UK Innovation 
Investment Fund (UKIIF) to provide a 
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•	 The new Letter of Credit Guarantee 
scheme to help UK companies wishing to 















•	Backing British exporters in growing 
international markets, with a focus on 
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“The funding we received from the EFG loan gave us the capital we needed to grow 

































































Employment	and	Learning	(2008),	Research Assessment Exercise 
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•	A new commitment to increasing our 














•	 Strengthening universities’ capacity 
to transfer the knowledge they create 



















•	A new more flexible knowledge transfer 
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•	A new Patent Box to increase tax 









•	A simplification of the R&D Tax Credit 
scheme to further support small and 








•	New support for business to help them 
fully exploit the commercial potential of 
their intellectual property. The	Intellectual	
Property	Office31	has	introduced	a	raft	of	
measures	to	improve	the	granting	of	patents	






























•	A strengthened role for the business-led 
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•	New investment in centres of excellence 
in emerging technologies with potential 













•	A fresh look at the UK’s innovation 














•	A major strategic investment in 
developing low carbon industries via 

























•	A reformed Small Business Research 
Initiative (SBRI)37 for the public sector, 
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40	 BIS	(2009),	Skills for Growth Analytical Paper
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•	 Targeted help through the downturn 



























•	More support for young people to get 
them back to work, including substantial 



























•	A new guarantee that all 16 and 17 year 

















•	Ambitious plans to integrate the 
employment and skills systems.	
































•	 The development of new resources for 
identifying the strategic skills needed in 






























•	 The creation of a new pilot Joint 
Investment Scheme, to identify gaps in 
areas key to economic recovery and train 












•	 The creation of a new technician class in 
the UK through a large expansion of the 























•	 The development of University Technical 
Colleges (UTCs) to focus on key skills in 















•	A new financial support scheme for 
undergraduate internships in professions 




































•	New frameworks for both higher 
education and adult skills policy that 
put a new emphasis of the relevance 
of skills for the modern world of work.	
Both	our	Higher Ambitions	framework	for	



























•	A new statutory right for employees to 





•	New work with businesses to help them 































































“We are investing billions of pounds in our industry which will help boost the UK 
economy and ensure we have the right people with the right skills for a sustainable mix 
of energy resources. Working with universities and colleges across the UK, we aim to 
offer the very best technical, business and leadership skills that meet our industry’s ever 
growing demands.” 











































































































•	Using technology to improve the 




















































•	Ambitious new plans to complete the 
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•	A new role for Ofcom in ensuring that the 












A more strategic approach to infrastructure 











•	 The creation of Infrastructure UK (IUK) to 
better coordinate investment in the UK 
to ensure we have a high quality, modern 
and competitive national infrastructure 


















































•	 The establishment of an Infrastructure 
Planning Commission that will determine 



















53	 DFT	(2009),	Consultation on the draft ports national policy statement	
http://www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/open/portsnps/	





•	New reforms to improve the planning 

























•	A new review of the wider consents 
































































































•	Actions to reform financial markets to 






















•	 Further improvements in our world 




































•	A new Consumer Advocate to champion 



















56	 HM	Government	(2009),	A Better Deal for Consumers: Delivering 



































57	 Office	for	National	Statistics	(2009)	United Kingdom National 
Accounts: The Blue Book, 2009 Edition
58	 European	Commission	(January	2009), EU performance in the Global 
Economy
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2008/october/tradoc_141196.pdf	
59	 Harris,	R.	(2009)	The Effect of Foreign Mergers and Acquisitions on 
UK Productivity and Employment,	report	submitted	to	UKTI	October	
2009.
60	 National	Statistics	(2008),	MA14 Research and Development in UK 
Businesses 2006,	National	Statistics	Information	Note	13	February	
2008
61	 HM	Treasury	(2009),	Pre-Budget Report: Securing the Recovery: 
Growth and Opportunity
http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/prebud_pbr09_repindex.htm	
•	Measures to make it easier to trade into 



















•	 The establishment of a new monitoring 
























•	Advocacy of further EU Free Trade 
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•	 Pressing for the rapid deepening of 


















•	Defending the role of EU state aid and 

























•	 The publication of a Forward Programme, 
giving greater transparency and certainty 





























































•	Developing a single online process for 
incorporating and registering a company, 




•	Accelerating planning and consents 
processes through implementation of 
most recommendations from the Killian 














•	Reducing the time and cost to business of 
resolving commercial disputes by making 




•	Developing digital facilities at the Land 
Registry to make it quicker and easier 
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•	A new UK Life Sciences Super Cluster	to 
bring industry together with the UK’s 
leading researchers and clinicians to 
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•	 Investment in development facilities for 

































78	 HM	Government	(2009),	UK Low Carbon Industrial Strategy
http://interactive.bis.gov.uk/lowcarbon/2009/07/low-carbon-
industrial-strategy/	







•	Commitments to invest in platforms 
































































•	 The creation of a Low Carbon Economic 










•	A new initiative to improve the strategic 





























































•	New specialist facilities to help develop 
the skills the video games industry needs 






81	 UKTI	(2009),	Creative Industries UK
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•	 The creation of a High Performance 
Computing (HPC) Institute in Wales, 
which will focus on providing support 
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84	 ONS	(2009),	Labour Force Survey 2009
respond	to	future	challenges,	with	initial	findings	
by	the	end	of	March	2010.	










•	High profile events to promote UK 
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•	A major British International Investment 




•	A cross-government effort, led by UKTI, to 
maintain the UK’s position as the leading 
recipient of global investment,	including	
securing	the	largest	share	of	investment	from	
China	and	India,	of	any	EU	country	by	2015
•	 The creation of a new Advisory Panel 
to help secure globally mobile business 









































































A more strategic approach from 
government 











•	 Partnerships for Growth: A National 
Framework for Regional and Local 
Economic Development87 set out how 
national, regional and local government 






•	New coordinated work across 
government departments to secure 


















•	New agreements with City-Region pilots 
in Manchester and Leeds, to test how to 
better drive growth in major urban areas, 
and in turn, generate new jobs.	
87	 HM	Government	(2009),	Partnerships for Growth: A National 
Framework for Regional and Local Economic Development 
http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file53941.pdf








•	New work with industry to understand 
the potential business opportunities in 











•	A pilot study to identify new business 
opportunities that can transform the 
waste and materials markets to deliver 




•	A study of the house building industry 
to identify the drivers of housing growth 
and the steps Government or industry 
could take to improve diversity and 







•	New work by BIS to look at the 
potential business opportunities in the 
broadband supply chain and the UK’s 
capability to support the development 
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•	Making Winning the Contract, an online 
resource for SMEs, free of charge and 
providing increased training by the Office 
of Government Commerce (OGC) for 
public procurers across the regions.




•	 Introducing a requirement that all 
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